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STILL STUCK IN THE usa 


As reported briefly in the last newsletter the us depart- 
ment of in-justice denied repatriation to Italy for Silvia 
Baraldini. Silvia is a political prisoner, presently incar- 
cerated in federal prison in Marianna Florida, serving a 
forty-three year sentence. Charged in 1982 with five acts, 
she was convicted on only two - an attempted armored car 
robbery in 1980 that never took place and conspiracy in the 
1979 escape from prison of Black Revolutionary Assata 
Shakur. No one was hurt in either act and Silvia had no prior 
record in any court. In fact, the evidence against her was 
flimsy, based on the word of a single informer who testified 
against fifteen persons. 


Under the terms of an International Treaty on the Trans- 
fer of Sentenced Persons (Strasbourg Convention) signed 
by the u.s. and Italy among other nations, Silvia was legally 
eligible for transfer to an Italian prison. There are also 
humanitarian and medical reasons for her repatriation. The 
Italian Prime Minister and many Italian Parliamentarians 
had personally asked the Bush administration for Silvia’s 
return: thousands of petitions and letters were sent from 
Italy and this country to the u.s. attorney general’s office. 


In all their self righteous arrogance, the u.s. government ` 


ignored the legalities, ignored the request of a leader of 
another country and ignored the real facts in Silvia’s case. 
In a five page letter to the Italian President, the assistant 
attorney general (R.Mueller II) justified his denial of 
repatriation with lies and distortions, both about Silvia and 
about prison conditions at FCI Marianna. He wrote a glow- 
ing report on the prison, it sounded like a prestigious univer- 
sity. Silvia’s lawyer, Liz Fink, also wrote to the Italian 
President outlining the "outrageous misrepresentations" in 
the u.s. letter, She pointed out the reality of disproportionate 
prosecution and punishment far political activists in this 
country. The u.s. portrayed Silvia as a leading terrorist in 
this country and claimed she was involved in hundreds of 
bombings with every radical left extra-legal organization - 


RESISTANCE IS STILL NOT A CRIME 


On day 29 of the Desert Shield turned Desert Storm that 
seems like a grade B movie: but it is a real war with real 
bombs, blood and death, not a "reel" war, we are angry, 
depressed, frustrated. 


Political prisoners and prisoners of war in this country 
are in prison for acts of resistan¢e against u.s. wars in Viet- 
nam, Grenada, Puerto Rico, South Africa, Palestine, Central 
America and here. With the anti war movement growing, it 
is likely there will be more political prisoners in the future. 


It is especially hard to be inside during times like 
these.The women political prisoners and prisoners of war 
that we’ve spoken to, express their disgust and outrage with 
this stupid war. Communication is important. Write the 
sisters inside and tell them what you’re doing, leaming, 
feeling. 
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Black, Puerto Rican and white. The actual facts are very 
different. Silvia was neither charged nor convicted of any 
violent act. No weapons were ever found in her possession 
or attributed to her. Yet she received a forty-three year sen- 
tence. In contrast, an anti-Castro Cuban, Orlando Bosch, 
was convicted of planning the bombing of an airplane that 
resulted in many deaths and he was released on parole 
within a few years. In his justification for further incarcera- 
tion, Mueller assumes Silvia’s guilt in the 1981 Brinks rob- 
bery when a security guard was killed: there is no evidence 
of her participation and in fact she was out of the country at 
the time. 


The letter from the u.s. concludes with the terrible fear 
that Silvia would serve a shorter sentence if returned to 
Italy: "we could not tolerate...[this]...due to 1) the extremely 
serious and violent nature of her crimes, 2) ...continued 
refusal to cooperate and 3) ...lack of remorse". This is the 
heart of the u.s. position. A prisoner can only show remorse 
by becoming an informer, by admitting to everything the 
government asks, by involving family and friends. A refusal 
to inform results in the harshest treatment possible, at least 
for those activists of a leftist persuasion. From the letter 
from Silvia’s lawyer, "...the true reason for the American 
denial --- to hide its activities ... as a human rights violator 
against its own people as well as against the peoples of the 
world." 


The Release Silvia! Committee in the u.s. and the com- 
mittee in Italy are going to continue their campaign to pres- 
sure the government to apply the Strasbourg Convention in 
a uniform manner (other convicted persons from Italy have 
recently been repatriated). The plan is a year long campaign 
culminating December 1991 when the original decision is 
supposedly reviewed. We’ll keep everyone up to date in 
future newsletters and/or mailings. If you want more info or 
want to work with us please write to Release Silvia! Box 30 
3543 18 St. SF CA 94110 
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times before 





Box 30, 3543 18th St., San Francisco, CA 94110 


STILL NOT THE HILTON 


The Bureau of Prison’s (BOP) ’mission’ to isolate, hide 
and break the spirit of women political prisoners (a la Lex- 
ington High Security Unit, Lexington, KY 1986-88) con- 
tinues at Federal Correctional Institute (FCI) Marianna in 
Florida. The tactics, environment and locale have changed. 
The name of the game is still isolation; the goal is creating 
passive, idle women. Currently Silvia Baraldini, Marilyn 
Buck and Susan Rosenberg are incarcerated in this, the 
newest maximum security prison for women. 


Marianna is a small, rural community in the Florida Pan- 
handle. It is 75 miles from Tallahassee, quite a distance to 
major air transportation and there’s no public bus service to 
the prison. Thus the expense to visit women inmates is 
great. The result is obvious: family and friends can’t get 
there, little visiting takes place and the feelings of isolation 
are increased. 


Internally the women are isolated from one another. 
Each cell has its own T.V. There’s no large outdoor field so 


FBI BOMBS CAR, 


ANOTHER WOMAN JOINS THE .RANKS. OF 
POLITICAL PRISONERS 


On June 18, 1990, a Boston jury found Christina Reid 
and her two co-defendants, Richard Johnson and Martin 
Quigley, guilty of providing weapons and technical infor- 
mation to the Irish Republican Army. Christina, 26, a 
California resident, has fought for Irish freedom since 
childhood as a member of the Irish scouts and of Irish 
Northern Aid. 


The trial proceedings included all the usual trappings of 
kangaroo kourts, and then some. After numerous wiretaps 
and searches of the defendants’ homes, ("justified" under 
the secret Foreign Intelligence Surveillance Act), the 
government could not find the weapons systems they were 
locking for. So they seized wires, nuts, bolts, resistors, 
capacitors, coffee cans and other tools. In FBI laboratories 
they added their own radio transmitter, electronic boards 
and a watch to construct a bomb detonator system. Then 
get this: They built a bomb, blew up a government van, 
and showed the videotaped explosion during the trial!! 
How’s that for prejudicing a jury? Hollywood could do no 
better. 


The government contended Christina’s role in the alleged 
conspiracy was that of a courier. She got a harsh three years 
and five months. This sham trial and conviction may have 
ruined Christina’s career as a scientist. She only recently 
graduated from college as an electrical engineer when 10 
“BI agents arrested her at her 3 month old job. To lend your 
support write the Constitutional Defense Fund, 450 Taraval 
Street, #294, San Francisco, Ca. 94116. 


All of the Resistance Conspiracy Defendents have been 
moved from Washington D.C. Tim Blunk was sent back to 
Marion, Illinois. Alan Berkman is supposed to be sent to 
Rochester Prison Hospital in Minnesota. See the enclosed 
sheet for where all the women are. 


no team sports. Educational programs are via video casset- 
tes. Women don’t participate together in educational or cul- 
tural programs. No communal activities means no 
collective sense and no community identity. 


The BOP wants passive inmates. They are creating an en- 
vironment where boredom and idleness reign. Nearly one- 
third of the women are on tranquilizers; lithium, dilatin etc. 
Drugs and passivity. There are not enough jobs and the 
women at Marianna don’t have to work or for that matter 
don’t have to do anything. The video cassettes as educa- 
tional programming don’t work, the inmates lose interest. 
So prison authorities phase out educational programs be- 
cause of "lack of interest". Another void is created; nothing 
to do. 


Marianna is a new form of lock-up. We will keep you 
posted on developments in Florida and other new state-of- 
the-art u.s. prisons, 1991 style. 


GOOD NEWS BYTE 


The outgoing governor of Ohio, Richard Celeste, granted 
clemency to 25 women, survivors of physical abuse, serv- 
ing time for killing/assaulting their husbands/companions. 
It is the first mass release of battered women in the country 
and state prosecutors are furious.(S.F. Chronicle 12/22/90) 
On December 26, an anti domestic violence coalition in 
Seattle petitioned the governor to do the same for 65 women 
now in Washington State Prisons. 


UPDATE ON MUMIA ABU-JAMAL 


Last time around, LAGAI, printed an article about the 
case of Mumia Abu-Jamal, (No More Murder In Our 
Name!), a former Black Panther and Move Supporter who 
is on death row in Pennsylvania. We have bad news. Late 
in Oetoher, 1990, the Supreme kourt of Pa, denied Mumia’s 
appeal exhausting his remedies on the state level. A death 
warrant may now be signed at any time which is likely since 
Pa. Governor Robert Casey has, been signing them like 
crazy. (Currently 100 people on death row in Pa.) Write the 
govemor and ask him to prevent the execution of Mumia 
and to stop signing death warrants. Gov. Robert Casey, 
Municipal Court Bldg., Rm.225, Harrisburg, Pa. 17120. 
Send copies of your letters to Mumia: #8335, DrawerR, 
Huntingdon PA. 


1: r D S 
More on Women Prisoners in Israel 


Nadia Mahamed, a Palestinian Israeli political prisoner at 
Hasharon Prison in Israel is not receiving proper medical 
treatment after the removal of her thyroid and other glands. 
At Hasharon, women prisoners are deprived of all physical 
contact with their visitors, even hugging their children. To 
support Mahamed please write to: Dr. Yacov Zigelbaum, 
head of medical department of Israeli Prison Service, POB 
81, Ramle, Israel. To receive the Women’s Organization For 
Political Prisoners Newsletter, write: NACC, 1747 Connec- 
ticut Ave. NW, Washington, DC 20009. 
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